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Sponsorship opportunities are available. For information, please contact the Organizing Secretariat at

WC7@aimgroup.it

Current Sponsors

Rome Cavalieri Hotel
The Waldorf Astoria Collection
Via A. Cadlolo, 101
00135 - Rome (Italy)
ph. +39 06 35091
website: www.romecavalieri.com

Located in highest residential area of Monte Mario Hill, the
Rome Cavalieri Hotel,overlooking the city’s monuments, is just
5 minutes from the Vatican and 10 minutes from the historic
city centre. A 5 star hotel with a technological,sumptuous and
functional conference centre.
Every hour a complimentary shuttle bus service is at the
disposal of the guests accommodated at the Rome
Cavalieri Hotel to reach major city landmarks.

CITY OF ROME
It is hard to say what is most breathtaking about the Eternal
City, theVatican, the Forum,the Colosseum, just to name few
of the most famous symbols of the Italian capital.This city is

incomparable and part of its allure lies in its history, which
proceeds side by side with legend.Through the course of the
centuries, the city has acquired a unique appearance, which
makes possible for the visitor to stroll through twenty-five
centuries of history, architecture and art.

Accessibility
Rome has two airports:“Leonardo daVinci”- Fiumicino for
international flights and “Giovan Battista Pastine”-
Ciampino, a smaller airport dealing mainly with charter and
budget airlines. Both airports are well connected through
trains, buses, underground and taxis to downtown Rome.
They are approximately 40 minutes far by car from the
Cavalieri Hotel.

Termini Station is the main train station of Rome and has
regular train services to all major Italian cities as well as
daily international services to Paris, Munich, Genève and
Basel. It is approximately 15-20 minutes far by car from
the Cavalieri Hilton.

Congress venue

OFFICIAL CONGRESS WEB SITE
www.aimgroup.eu/2009/WC7

SSeeee  yyoouu  iinn  RRoommee!!
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TheFull Participation includes: admission to all scientific sessions, light lunches from August 31 to Sep-
tember 2, the Welcome Cocktail and Get-Together Party on Sunday, the Garden Party on Monday
and the Congress Dinner on Wednesday.

The registration fee for Accompanying Persons includes: the opening and closing ceremony, the
Get-together Party on Sunday, the Reception on Monday. 

Congress Dinner (Sept. 2) for Accompanying Persons can be bought at the price of Euro 75,00
(VAT 20% included).
The registration fees do not include accommodation and travel costs. They include VAT 20%.
The Congress Organizing Secretariat has reserved and made arrangements for WC7 attendees at 
discounted room rates in  various Rome hotels. 
A List of Conference Hotels, terms and conditions of booking are available in the official congress web site
www.aimgroup.eu/2009/WC7.

Registration and hotel reservation is possible through the on-line service of the web site.

Early Registration Late Registration
(Payment by June 30) (Payment after June 30)

Full Participation Euro 475,00 Euro 525,00

Full Participation, students/young scientists* Euro 325,00 Euro 375,00

Accompanying Person Euro 250,00 Euro 300,00

Registrations and Hotel Accommodation

CONGRESS ORGANIZING SECRETARIAT
AIM Group - AIM Congress srl 
Milan Office - Via G. Ripamonti, 129 - 20141 Milano, Italy
Phone: +39 02 56601.1 - Fax: +39 02 59909045

Main contact: WC7@aimgroup.it
For registrations: WC7.registration@aimgroup.it
For hotel accommodation: WC7.hotel@aimgroup.it

* Students/young scientists under 30 are eligible when presenting an official confirmation of enrolment in a scientific institution.



Congress Committees Programme overview

Patric Amcoff, OECD, France
Sara Amundson, Humane Society Legislative Fund, USA 
Nirmala Bhogal, FRAME, UK 
Bas J. Blaauboer, Utrecht University, The Netherlands 
Cornelis Brekelmans, European Commision DG Enterprise
and Industry, Belgium 
Marilyn Brown, Charles River Foundation, USA
Donald Broom, University of Cambridge, UK
Jose V. Castell, University Hospital "La Fe", Spain 
Isabella De Angelis, Istituto Superiore Sanità, Italy 
Cecilia Clemedson, Expertrådet, Sweden
Sebastien Farnaud, Dr. Hadwen Trust, United Kingdom 
Suzanne Fitzpatrick, Food & Drug Administration, USA 
Franz Paul Gruber, Doerenkamp Zbinden Foundation, Switzerland
Barbara Grune, BfR, ZEBET, Germany  
Abigail Jacobs, Food & Drug Administration, USA 
Robert Kavlock, EPA, USA 
Tsutomu Miki Kurosawa, Osaka University Medical School, Japan 
Mark Lafranconi, The Procter & Gamble Company, USA 
Manfred Liebsch, ZEBET Federal Inst. for Risk Assesment, Germany
Emily McIvor, Dr. Hadwen Trust, United Kingdom
David J. Mellor, Massey University, New Zealand 
Frauke Ohl, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 
Paul W.J. Peters, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Christopher J. Portier, NIEHS, USA 
Octavio Presgrave, INCQS / FIOCRUZ, Brazil 
Christoph A. Reinhardt, Ottikon Gossau, Switzerland  
Amy Rispin, EPA, USA  
Vera Rogiers, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium
Bart Sangster, ASAT-Foundation, The Netherlands 
Leonard Schechtman, Innovative Toxicology Consulting, USA
Michael Schwarz, University of Tuebingen, Germany
Hasso Seibert, Institute for Toxicology, Kiel, Germany
Troy Seidle, Human Society International, Canada 
Ellen Silbergeld, Johns Hopkins University, USA 
Noriho Tanaka, Hatano research Inst., FDSC, Japan
Massimo Tettamanti, I-CARE, Italy 
Inoue Tohru, Center for Biological Safety and Research 
National Institute of Health Sciences, Japan 
Sonja Van Tichelen, Eurogroup for Animals, Belgium
Bert Van Zutphen, Utrecht University, The Netherlands
Gilman Veith, International QSAR Foundation, USA 
Simon Webb, Procter & Gamble, Belgium 
Carl Westmoreland, Unilever, United Kingdom
Neil L. Wilcox, College Park, Maryland, USA 
Catherine Willet, People for the Ethical Treatment of  Animals, USA
Marilyn Wind, US Consumer Product Safety Commission, USA
Maria Flavia Zucco, CNR, Italy

Congress Co-Chairs
Thomas Hartung, Johns Hopkins University, CAAT, Baltimore, USA and University of Konstanz, Germany

Herman Koëter, Orange House Partnership, Brussels, Belgium

Steering Committee
Umberto Agrimi, ISS, Italy 

Clément Gauthier, CCAC, Canada 
Coenraad Hendriksen, ACT, Utrecht University and NVI, The Netherlands 

Marcel Leist, University of Konstanz, Germany
Martin Stephens, HSUS, USA

Alternatives Congress Trust
Michael Balls, FRAME, UK 

Alan Goldberg, CAAT, USA
Coenraad Hendriksen, ACT, Utrecht University and NVI, The Netherlands 

Andrew N. Rowan, HSUS, USA 
Horst Spielmann, BfR, Germany

Scientific Organizing Committee
All Session Chairs - see Programme Overview

Congress Committees Programme overview

FOR UPDATED AND DETAILED PROGRAMME

Registered participants wishing to make a presentation
in one of the sessions or present a poster should 
submit an abstract of about 200 words. Abstracts
should be submitted electronically through the official
website of the Congress: 
www.aimgroup.eu/2009/WC7
The deadline for submission of abstracts is April 10, 2009.
Please be sure to follow carefully the abstract submission 

instructions posted on the website.  All the abstracts 
accepted will be published in the Abstract Book, edited by
ALTEX, which will be distributed to all Congress Participants.

Travel Grants for students and scientists from
emerging countries 
Students and young scientists from emerging countries
may apply for trave grants which have generously 

been donated by the sponsors. Travel grants (covering 
registration fee, hotel accommodation and travel 
expenses) will be awarded by the Steering Committee 
depending on the decision of the acceptance of an abstract. 

Please send your applications to: WC7@aimgroup.it 
within April 10, 2009, together with a short CV and a copy
of your identity document (stating your birth date).

CHECK THE WEB SITE www.aimgroup.eu/2009/WC7

Programme Review Panel

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
16:00-19:00 Registrations
20:00-22:00 Welcome Cocktail and Get-Together Party

MONDAY, AUGUST 31
09:00-18:00  THEME 1: INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES,

CONCEPTS AND APPROACHES
Plenary Sessions
Breakout Sessions
Integrated approaches 
Session Chair: G. Schüürmann, Germany
Chemical and physical methods  
Session Chair: S. Morath, Italy 
NTP High Throughput Screening Initiative 
Session Chair: R. Tice, USA 
Omics and systems biology  
Session Chair: J. Kleinjans, The Netherlands 
Non-invasive technologies  
Session Chair: A. Hess, Germany
Non-vertebrate models  
Session Chair: H. Knaut, USA
In silico models 
Session Chair: J. Jaworska, Belgium
Databases: scientific approaches  
Session Chairs: F.  Zucco, Italy
In vitro technologies 
Session Chair: C. Mummery, The Netherlands 
Validation concepts  

Extra Breakout Sessions
Status report on PREDICT-IV 
Session Chair: W. Dekant, Germany

Session Chair: S. Hoffmann, Germany

Status report on CAESAR
Session Chair: E. Benfenati, Italy

Lunch Sessions 
Databases: Progress Report 
Session Chair: B. Grune, Germany
Good cell culture practices
Session Chair: G. Gstraunthaler, Austria

20:00-23:00 Garden Party at the Rome Cavalieri Hotel

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
09:00-18:00 THEME 2: AREAS OF ANIMAL USE

Plenary Sessions
Breakout Sessions
Basic research  
Session Chair: J. Zurlo, USA
Chemicals and pesticides 
Session Chair: N. Carmichael, Belgium
Cosmetics  
Session Chair: O. De Silva, France 
Pharmaceuticals  
Session Chair: P.  Vanparys, Belgium
Food improving agents 
Session Chairs: A. Jacobs and K.  Arvidson, USA
Genetically modified organisms
Session Chair: H. A. Kuiper,  The Netherlands 
Nanotechnology applications 
Session Chair: V. Stone, United Kingdom
Vaccines and biologicals 
Session Chairs: M. Halder, Italy; M. Landys, Cuba
Education and training 
Session Chair: J. Van der Valk, The Netherlands
Animal use policies  
Session Chair: R. Kolar, Germany

Status report on Evidence Based Toxicology Project

Extra Breakout Sessions
Status report on ICATM  
Session Chair: M. Wind, USA
Status report on EPAA
Session Chair: B. Garthoff, Germany
Status report on ReProTect 
Session Chair: M. Schwartz, Germany 
Status report on OSIRIS
Session Chair: G. Schüürmann, Germany 

Lunch Sessions
Communication strategies 
Session Chair: to be decided
Progress in validation
Session Chair: to be decided

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

09:00-18:00  THEME 3: PROGRESS IN LIFE SCIENCE DOMAINS

Plenary Sessions
Breakout Sessions
Skin and eye toxicity I  
Session Chair: R. Curren, USA
Skin and eye toxicity II  
Session Chair: P. McNamee, USA
Systemic toxicity and target organs  
Session Chair: W. Pfaller, Austria
Genetics and carcinogenicity 
Session Chair: M. Hayashi, Japan 
Reproduction, development and fertility  
Session Chair: E. M. Faustman, USA
Disease models  
Session Chair: J. Everitt, USA

Environmental science  
Session Chair: K. Schirmer, Switzerland 
Animal welfare science  
Session Chair: D. Morton, United Kingdom
Immunology  
Session Chair: E. Roggen, Denmark
Neuroscience  
Session Chair: P. Lein, USA

Extra Breakout Sessions
Status report on A-cute-Tox  
Session Chair: C. Clemedson, Sweden 
Status report on ToxCast
Session Chair: R. Kavlock, USA 
Status report on Sens-it-iv
Session Chair: E. Roggen, Denmark 
Status report on ESNATS
Session Chair: J. Hescheler, Germany

Lunch Sessions
Animal welfare legislation 86/609 
Session Chair: S. Louhimies, Belgium
Vaccines: Acceptance of 3R methods
Session Chair: to be decided

20:00-24:00 Congress Dinner

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
09:00-13:00  SPECIAL EVENT: 50 YERS AFTER RUSELL & BURCH

Plenary Sessions
Awards Ceremony
Special Recognition Event
WC8 Presentation
Closing Speeches by Congress Co-Chairs

Session Chairs: H. Kojima, Japan; J. Kreysa, Italy; W. Stokes, USA

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION April 10, 2009

APPLICATIONS FOR April 10, 2009
SPECIAL GRANTS AND AWARDS 
BY YOUNG SCIENTISTS

NOTICE TO AUTHORS FOR June 10, 2009
ACCEPTANCE OF THE ABSTRACTS

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS June 30, 2009

HOTEL RESERVATION July 31, 2009
STANDARD REGISTRATION August 10, 2009

Call for papersCall for papers WC7 DeadlinesWC7 Deadlines
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